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Taiwan

Taiwan

Taipei (2.6 million)

(23 million population)
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The Forces behind Changes 

Issues & concerns:  
VReduction of birth rate and student enrollment

VThe population ageing society

VEconomic stagnation and increase of unemployment rate

Challenges & Reform
VDeregulation in education since 1990s

VCompetence-based curriculum reform  

VSchool evaluation, Teacher professional 
development

V12-year basic education will begin in 2014
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Taiwan is facing decrease of fertility rate, increase of ageing population, 

the young ones earn less, overburden, and feel uncertain about future.

Country Taiwan South Korea Singapore Hong Kong

GDP per capital

(USD)(2012)
24230 23100 52051 36796

College Graduate 

Salary(USD)(2013)
880 2480 2233 1173

Unemployment 

rate (2013) 
4.18 3.1 1.9 3.3

Fertility Rate

(2013)
1.07 1.23 1.15 1.13

Ageing Indicator

(2013)
72.2 72.8 60.5 128*

Socio-economical developments  in four Asian Tigers

Source: United Daily News, Feb. 20, 2014; *Hong Kong Census & Statistics Department 
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The beginning salary of a National Taiwan University graduate is 

the lowest compared to other three Asian Tigers (HK, SG, SK), 

young people are difficult to find a decent job, which becomes 

a serious public issue. 
Sources:udn.com/NEWS/NATIONAL/NATS2/8497815.shtml#ixzz2uoIcOgFn(2014.02.20)

Could we promise the future for the young generation?

http://udn.com/NEWS/NATIONAL/NATS2/8497815.shtml#ixzz2uoIcOgFn
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School numbers vs Student numbers

Schools Number Students Number

0

500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

2500000

3000000

0

20000

40000

60000

80000

100000

120000

80' 82' 84' 86' 88' 90' 92' 94' 96' 98' 00' 02' 04' 06' 08' 10' 12'

Teachers numbers vs Student numbers

Teachers Number Students Number

The Changes of Primary 

Schools, Teachers, & 

Students (1980-2012) 

The number of schools 

and teachers has been 

increasing, while that 

of students decreasing.
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School Year

The Actual and Estimate Number of Primary and High School 

Students in Taipei City

First grade of Primary School low

estimate

First grade of Primary School medium

estimate

Seventh grade of Junior High School

low estimate

Seventh grade of Junior High School

medium estimate

First grade of Senior High School

First grade of Vocational Senior High

The significant decrease of 

student population
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Reform Trajectories (revision of edu laws) 



Create  
environments that 
help our youth to 
learn in multiple 

ways, and 
enhance core 
competencies 

Comprehensively 
increase assistance 
for  disadvantaged 

students, and 
ensure their right to 

have a decent 
education

Develop 
friendly, healthy, 
safe campuses, 

and put in place 
gender equality 
and character 

education

Promote digital 
learning and 
networking, 

and  construct  
sustainable  
campuses

Establish a 
ñlifelong learningò 

society,  and 
promote

education for 
families and the 

elderly

Cultivate highly 
committed 

teachers, and 
provide universal 

access to art 
education

Enhance the 
quality of              

higher education, 
and promote the 

export of our 
higher education 

industry 

Promote                
phase 2 of the 
technical & 

vocational education 
reform plan, and 
reduce the gap 

between learning & 
practical utilization 

Implement an          
Early Childhood 

Education and Care 
Act, to ensure the 

quality of preschool 
education and child 

care

Smoothly 
implement the 
12-year basic 

education 
system

Cultivating excellent and creative 
people

ImprovengTaiwanôs
international competitiveness 
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2 Visions

12 Themes
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Publish a 

White Paper 
on Human 
Resource 

Development

Build quality 
environments for 

physical 
education, and 

strive for 
excellent 

performances at 
international 
competitions

http://english.moe.gov.tw/ct.asp?xItem=15708&ctNode=11410&mp=1


