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Impact of SLC
on Taiwan’s Educational Sectors
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Student-centered bas been a resounding slogan for a long
time in Taiwan. Nevertheless, it rarely practiced.

The Essential Question is :

WHY THE PHILOSOPHY OF DEMOCRACY
RARELY WORKED OUT IN TAIWAN’S

CLASSROOM? ,
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Taiwan has encountered SLC already five years, there must be some
teachers who has been striving very hard to pursue the democratic
classroom. Nick is one of pioneers.

The Essential Question is :

WHAT HAS NICK BEEN THROUGH?
WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS?

Fulfilment of the philosophy

of SLLC in Taiwan
1 2 3 4

— Public Philosophy []]
— Democracy

— Excellency .




OUTLINE

. Nature of SLC, Democracy and Democratic Classroom

. What’s the rationale?

In democratic classroom, all students are created equal, that they are
endowed with certain rights.
. The principles of democratic classrooms

. The professional development of Mr. Nick Chan 1n search of the
democratic classroom.

. Follow up : Nick’s Classroom



Philosophy of School as
Learning Community, SLC

Vision of
School

|

— Public
Philosophy

— Democracy

— Excellence

Philosophy

Activity
system

“A democracy is more than a form of
government; it is primarily a mode of
associated living, of conjoint
communicated experience.”(Dewey, 1916)

Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934)
zone of proximal development

John Dewey (1859-1952)
Democracy and Education

Democracy is the |
roots /base of SLC
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Create peace of mind in the environment




Landscape of Democratic Schooling

il

School as miniature community School as learning community
* Education oriented toward a .
democratic way of life. **e,

* School/Classroom as a form of
community life.

e Communication can alone create a
great community”.

Teachers’
community
and
Collegiality

Parents &1 .
community W Collaborative

engagement learning
In the
classroom




School as a Great Community

"
Three levels of community Children's instincts are
 Association and interaction: expressed well in language as a
members join together with communication tool.
some interests. ( Dewey, 1899, p.29)

* Shared action: members are
cooperative to solve problems

: .. * Conversation and talk
of associated living.

 Shared value: members share * Inquiry and discovery

common goals, beliefs,
knowledge, and values by * Artistic expression
communication and

understandings.

* Making and producing



% School as a Learning Community

4. Students, teachers, the principle
and parents are all school

. protagonists and collaborate one
3. Teachers engage 1n school another.

tasks and decision making
to achieve high quality of
education .

1. A way of associated living.
2. No child be given up.

5. Conversational / interactive
communication based on
relationship of mutual listening
between student and peers ,
student and teacher, as well as
teacher and colleagues.

(See Sato: “School as Learning
Community: Ideal and Practice”)
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Impact of SLC
on Taiwan’s Educational Sectors

. Classroom Landscape are My observation:
Changing from Behaviorism to 1. Lack philosophical thinking
Constructionism. of democracy

. Integrated in the new 2. Change is shallow, superficial
Curriculum Guideline in and Formalism
Taiwan: the Ideas and Lesson

3. Mixed with other policies and

Study Practice models for convenience

. Teacher autonomy: Teacher

. More focus on professional 1 2 3 4

initiated teaching models. .
(Emphasize association and Fulfilment of the phllosophy

interaction in the teachings.) of SLC in Taiwan

dialogue of curriculum and : :
instruction in Teacher — Public Philosophy -

community — Democracy
— Excellency .




Student-centered bas been a resounding slogan for a long
time in Taiwan. Nevertheless, it rarely practiced.

The Essential Question is :

WHY THE PHILOSOPHY OF DEMOCRACY
RARELY WORK OUT IN TAIWAN'’S
CLASSROOM?



Hindrance Toward Democratic Classroom

1.Social Structure and Culture 3.School Culture of Competition
* Teacher’s traditional authority/ * Overemphasize competition keeps

Teacher- centered teaching teacher and students busy on
formalism without thinking.

* Induce too many reform models :

2.Emphasize Educational Fancy, Shallow and unnecessary
Efficiency, Accountability competition
* Too often and too many kinds 4. Teaching Models
of evaluation * Knowledge-oriented teaching

* Activities-oriented teaching

Need mind-set transformation
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Interpretation of Social Structure

Western Modern Society

]

Azt /m(Tuanti geju)

(Fe| Xlaotong)

%’%
(1910-2005)

“group/community mode of
association”

ARIRHS

Clarify one’s rights
Fight for the rights
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Chinese Traditional Society

=&/ (Chaxu geju)
“the differential mode of

association”
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Clarify one’s “guanxi”
y

( [é81% relationship)
Pursue the “guanxi”



Modern Western Society Individualism

Hfi2 &)z (Tuanti geju)

“group/community mode of
association”

* People committed themselves

to varions commiinities
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Clarify one’s rights
Fight for one’s rights

1.

In the concept of group , the boundaries
within and outside the group are clear, and
the relationship and grading in the group are
also predetermined.

Group structure is based on religion. The
group symbolizes God. Everyone in the
group 1s equal; and the group treats everyone
fair and protects everyone with love.

1) Under the individualism, the status of the

members in the group is equal. Everyone
respect others’ rights. No individual can
violate other's rights.

2) The group must protect the right of each

member. It can not deny and harm the rights
of the individual; furthermore, it may control
the public affair only i1f individuals are
willing to submit some right. The group
exercises power only in the context of
justice and care.

14



Traditional Chinese Society egoism

1. Itis not an individualism, but €g0Oism.
%F?W%%(Chaxu gej ll) 2. In this highly scalable network, there is a
@ the differential mode of association” "self" center anytime, anywhere.

2 ” g : 3. The individual exists for the group and is the
uanxi zz11252 ) as Concentric
¢ & ( E'%E‘M% ) molecule to the whole.

ripples. / Spider web
® “guanxi” ([#{% ) is based-on

4. The ethics are formed in accord with self-
 centered network of association. The

-kinship ' . ethnics, so called Lun (ff) hold differential
_area el grading in Bractice. For example,&F ~ ERE
Ko~ Wep ~ AR

Clarify one’s “guanxi”

( 1% relationship)
Pursue the “guanxi”

RHEFED ©

The main features of Chaxu geju are:

1. the importance of kinship,

2. the relativity of public and private,

3. self-centered ethics,

4. Rites order, that is, the use of traditional
interpersonal relationships and ethics to
maintain social order,

5. the political mechanism of the rule of the

elders 5




The ethics are formed 1n accord with
self-centered network of association

F f& Five ethics
I F B/ EBE Five Graces /

dek - ’ _’ Five holy ghosts
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Teacher
In the cultural context, teachers hold

much responsible position within the
classroom. There 1s rarely a mind-set

of student-centered teaching in them. 16




1.

Back to the ideal of democratic classroom,
a great community...; a learning community...

Chinese Traditional Society

The relationship between
teacher and student 1s like father
and son.

2. In a patriarchal society, how is

that teacher and students hold
equal status possible ?

In the cultural context, teachers
hold much responsible position

within the classroom. They’re
not able to practice student-
centered teaching unless there
IS a persuasive argument
which changes their
traditional mind-set......

Western Modern Society

1. All students are created
equal, that they are
endowed by their creator
with certain rights.

What’s the rationale?

2. How to make sure that

every student is protected
with equal rights?

ARIRHE

17



Here 1s a typical Argument....

When they strived for We hold these truths to be self-evident,
their own independent that all men are created equal, that they

are endowed by their creator with certain
unalienable rights, that among these are
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
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If God 1s an omnipresent being, how could
he create a world with sin and imperfection?

‘ TSIMTSUM (lit. "contraction");

1. The Jewish culture believes that God is
everywhere, so there would be no room
for creation.

2. The i1dea that creation occurs when God
contracts himself in order for there to
be an abundance of creation.

The Metaphor of Bagel

When God withdrew all the light from that
hole, He was really still there. And He still 1s
there. For Him, nothing really changed. It’s
just that He wanted a space where He
could get across the essential point of

) os 1 e | » P everything.




O A psycliological space.

O It’s what makes people divine.
O To have free will.

O To decide on one’s own lives.
O To be real people.

In the space, each one is protected by
God(the group) holds certain rights.

v' Right of equality
v’ Right of life
v' Right of liberty

v' Right of the pursuit of happiness

The hole is like psychological space.
He makes space for us to have free will.
To make our own decisions. To decide
on our lives, where we want to go and
what we want to be.

He puts darkness and light in front of
us, all mixed up, so that we will have a
choice. And when we choose the right
thing, we show that He i1s there,
breathing within our freedom of
choice.

So the empty hole is the space for us to
be real people. 20



MISSION: Make the Space/World Shine

Mutual Association and
communication

No one be let behind or
given up

Freedom to fulfil diverse
talents to shine bright.

Connected in the same
group/ community.
Hold Equal status.

Oil: Shared same spirit and
values.

People committed themselves
to various communities
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https://prezi.com/vktalm8wgudc/tsimtsum-in-life-of-pi/

. A
FH http://movie.mtime.com/63105/posters_and_images/225 TSI mts u m

https://zh.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3937583

7. Tsimtsum can also describe
shrinking oneself in order to
understand God’s divinity.

8. In the same way, The Tsimtsum
contracted itself in order for Pi

to experience this journey to
find himself.

What is Tsimtsum
Hebrew word meaning

“contraction”

The Jewish culture believes that God 1s
everywhere, so there would be no room
for creation.

The idea that creation occurs when
God contracts himself in order for
there to be an abundance of
creation..

22
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A SLC Teacher Contracts herself

Principles of Democratic Classroom

AN NI

v
v
v
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earned form above argument.

. Teacher have to contract himself /herself to

make a room for students to find themselves. Eg.
Change mind-set, languages (vocabulary, body, tone,
volume, ), space, etc.

School as miniature community

Students are created equal.
Students hold the rights of life, liberty and the pursuit

of happiness.
Students are all protagonists and collaborate one
another.

. Classroom as a great learning community

Communication can create a great community.
Mutual listening is the prerequisite for
communication.

Members keep association, interaction, shared action
and shared value

. The design of learning activities should follow

the instincts of students.

Conversation and talk

Inquiry and discovery

Making and producing 23
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Taiwan has encountered SLC already five years, there must be some
teachers who striving very hard to pursue the democratic classroom. Nick
is one of pioneers.

The Essential Question is :

WHAT HAS NICK BEEN THROUGH?
WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS?

Fulfilment of the philosophy

of SLLC in Taiwan
1 2 3 4

— Public Philosophy []]
— Democracy

— Excellency .
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In Search for our Democratic Classroom:
Professional Development of Mr. Nick Chan

2017/10/2
Followed up his
2017/01/05 Presented classroom

“Ideal and the Reality of
SLC: Stumbling around in

the Democratic |
Classroom” /

2016/2/ Try out \))
the ideal of SLC | \))
in his classroom.
. 2017/6/15 presented “In Search of
é(I)JlCS/Slcll/li)f)-IZO \)/ /\)) our Democratic Classroom.”
S His thesis presentation.

Visit 1n Japap 2016/05/05

\)) \)) Presented ““Starting point and goal of SLC: Building

a Democratic Classroom”

~2016/1/21

/ Presented “ SLC, Me and Us” s



2015/11/16- 20 SLC School Visit in Japan
2016/1/21 Presented “ SLC, Me and Us” ) @




2016/1/21 Presented his
deep reflection from
SLC school visit in
Japan. “SLC Me and Us”

| vesakalw Nick %
Loading : :
29 / k 16 / k
sessions/ per wee sessions/ per wee

Su;ieECtS Almost all subjects About half of the subjects

Social studies
s 2 years 10 years

Off work after 7 pm before 7 pm

Nick: I’'m ashamed. Don’t know what I’'m tired out for.
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Nick: I have workbooks for students.
But the thickness and richness of the
workbook 1s much worse.

Taiwan’s student workbook: ‘ 5

Focus on memorizing knowledge from Mr. Yasaka’s students : Collect and sort
the textbooks. data; Write down the ideas. »



How to use blackboard

Mr. Yasaka: -
The thinking tracks from the whole class.

Taiwan: Teacher's exclusive message board! 30



NICK: SLC is a philosophy to be practiced.

® Learning go first, then teaching

(2R )

® Taught is not equal to what learned

FENEFREE,

®  Preparation is for Ready without.

(mR=EA T "mmAHHEl )

®  Design learning plan, rather than teaching plan

(GXEt TBZ%) MIE T#HE=E) )

® Focus on student’s learning pace; no need to catch up the schedule.

(ER '2F/EE ity 'EEE) )




20017/10/2
Followed up his
classroom

2016/2/ Try out the ideal of SLC in his
classroom.

2016/05/05 Presented “Starting point and - o . Q /

/2! Try out
the ideal of SLC

goal of SLC: Building a Democratic i his classroom O
Classroom” premen ) @ @ |
. 2017701708
201°7/01/05 Presented “Ideal and the Reality @ @ Presented “deal and the Realiy o SLC:
Stumbling around in the Democratic Classroom®™.
of SLC: Stumbling around in the Democratic e

Classroom’
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100 people have a total of 100 kinds of SLC,

‘ R A A
P O AR BT — T

Do you also have
the one you want to keep to?

Nick (2017/01/05):
"Democracy" 1s the key to carrying out SLC
which 1s the way that I insist on.

33
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Stretch & jumping challenge

listening | association

retrieving

T T T T T

"Democracy" 1s the key

to carrying out SLC.

preparation| observation| Deliberation

Peace & calm atmosphere

T YT

Literacy of Democracy

K3

ERE

Deliberative negotiation;
Rational critique

Respect differences;
Multiple values

’ Seeking co

nsensus among the differences

Respecting differences am

ong the similar

v

’ Group consensus |

A4

’Individual diversity |

34
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Deliberative negotiation
Rational critique

R IE

Deliberative democracy
for class meeting

ﬂ

proposal

discussion

35
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Deliberative negotiation
Rational critique

Hek oL

Deliberative democracy
for class meeting

o |

—-[proposal I

discussion

Vote

Proposal : class leader’s appointment 1s by

| election, rather than by teacher’s assignment.

Y¢Before discussion, each one express his/her opinion.

B>, EHEE...

I support it. The reason i1s...

36



o top

ERMERCA

Deliberative negotiation
Rational critique

12

Hek oL

Deliberative democracy
for class meeting

™

proposal

discussion I

Vote

Y¢Students shared opinions in the group session.

Some supported the proposal, others didn’t.

Their reasons were recorded.

37



proposal

3%%% EHAT S

F fﬁ{ﬂj}%ﬂ Deliberative democracy - discussionl

: : L for class meeting
Deliberative negotiation
Rational critique Vote

KIVEH - SRR (FERESWFENER - S

Y¢Collect the opinions from the whole class.
Consider deliberatively the reasons pro or con.



proposal

bl Tl EHRATG

HMEALA Deliberative democracy .| | discussion
: : L for class meeting

Deliberative negotiation

Vote

Rational critique

v¢In the final step,
write down one’s decision.

My new opinion turn to...

39
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Respect differences;
Multiple values
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YA slow learner create the picture. Teacher praised him publically

based on the idea of respect differences. He then gradually got approved by
others and stimulated others’ to better their work. Eventually he was
nicknamed “Doctor”.
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Respect differences; Problem solving strategies

Multiple values
m Method 4 & Method 5

— i ;
;‘ "'Y T
S51™JI

POY1aW }00q1xal oy}

¢ The design model of "Mountain Climbing” was applied to Math class.

Students explored the method 1-4. The 5™ was the textbook
method. "



Nick’s reflection

predicament

* School-wide exams still emphasized memorization and
competitive ranking. The ranking and score of Nick’s
class was a little behind in short term.

* Hard to deal with student’s disordered behaviors.

* Awaken student’s talkative instincts, but still working on

"listening" attitude.

New understanding

* “Collecting” multiple opinions is not good enough.
“Understanding” multiple perspectives 1s the key.

* The democratic spirit of SLC is everywhere;
What a teacher lacks is to find it and practice it.



. 10/2
Followed up his
classroom

2017/6/15 presented “In Search of

our Democratic Classroom.” - J
Thesis presentation. ] © @ e ——

SLC School
Visit in Japan
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In Search of Our Democratic Classroom
Dialogue analysis on class meetings

Nick Chan

Master Thesis presentation
2017/6/15

44



Ideal Image of “Democratic

s 4

Democratic community Learning Community

. o Public
associated living
b Democracy
Conjoint communicated experience Excellence

Management principles for the Democratic Classroom

S E < ~ H¥F Active

Teacher leads
by example | SH S engagement

A A

Peace & calm | Collaborative
atmosphere learning




Implementation of democratic class meeting

WIEEE  EEZER. BEESR

wilgEll i ERNPER., HEaRi

Discussion .. .
L communication centered meetings

Principle

Mszuss © individual grouping - | Whole class individual
ode

Deliberation Spirit:
Full knowledge, mutual understanding, consensus conclusion
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Construction Process of our democratic classrooms

ﬁﬁju Hi(—) :
S IRG
1.Shared Vision

REN dRES 3.0Opportunity of Change
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| 2.Hindrances in Reality

B ARy | N EEE | Some students are not sensitive to the undemocratic
things'and do not wantto change.
fit 4 Y12 TR E | In order to'deal with student disordered and

"undemocratic* b¢havior, resorting to teacher authority.
D PR TS0, | It is difficult to be free from the "rivalry heart."



Profile of Rival Values
1n our Democratic Classroom
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Individual Group/collective
el

Nick’s reflection
showed that he has
advanced to

philosophical thinking

of democracy.

» Democracy vs.
Authority

» Collaboration vs.
Competition

» Individual vs.
Collective

He has been struggling
for mind-set
transformation in search
of the democratic
classroom.



Struggles in Nick’s
Democratic Classroom

 Nick: e Students:

* The pursuit of democratic § ¢ Our teacher is a good
classroom has not been man, very nice, very
going well. gentle to us. Unlike my

| admitted | shouted to ex-teachers, he seldom

my students once when lost temper. But he did
they lost self control; | yelled at us a few times
lost self control too. because the class

| responded to the chaos misbehaved.

with my traditional

authority.




Nick’s tentative Conclusion :
So, Democracy IS...

Nature of democratic literacy i1s

love after all. 1.

The way to democracy is the

process of seeking a balance 1
among subjectivities in the

classroom.

Democracy grows in the dynamic

process of certainty to uncertainty, 2.

and then to reconfirmation.

Each democratic classroom is
unique. There 1s no template to
practice a democratic classroom.

Nick’s Suggestion
to educators...
Regularly carry out

substantive student
self-governing activities

. Increase collaborative

learning activities and
reduce competitive learning
activities

In a democratic Classroom,
concerned more about the
class’s 1nner diversity,
rather than the class’s
external conformity and
Similarity.



2017/10/2

Follow up: Nick’s classroom e o

2017/102
Followed up his
classroom

SLC School

r

space for discussi
}:" 513
£
é%‘?.«ta&~ —i)\m'( )‘gui _T l’ll"..\, v),‘,‘.,.r' texh BL ‘!'S:"
ge
-ho.,-:.rc%rp "‘._.,.‘,"u?v"

AR TTLCF'S NN TRy
T4 BN oo 20 TF HRCQITR-FE A%

R BB e

AT Y 0 &
/j'\/'f A JK \ 1.6
’ EP | —

\ Visit in Japan

Q.9

Dear Teacher,
| like the way you
teach. You give us
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Democratic Classroom keeps moving forward —
Students’ self-governing learning clubs
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Self-directed Learning: Math Unit




Democratic Classroom , Student-centered, and dialogue based on
listening are not slogans. What we preach, we are resolved to practice.

Teachers are not able to practice student-centered teaching unless there is
a persuasive argument which changes their traditional mind-set......

CLARIFYING THE NATURE OF
DEMOCRATIC CLASSROOM AS WELL AS
TRANSFORMING THE TAKE-IT-FOR-
GRANTED MIND-SET ARE THE KEYS.
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(Be the change you want to see)
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